Combination chemotherapy with adriamycin, etoposide, and cyclophosphamide for small cell carcinoma of the lung. A study by the EORTC Lung Cancer Working Party (Belgium).
The current study reports the results of Adriamycin (doxorubicin), etoposide, and cyclophosphamide (AVE) in small cell bronchogenic carcinoma. The overall rate of response was 82% in patients with limited disease and 66% in patients with extensive disease; complete remissions have been achieved in 20% of the patients with limited disease and in 7% of those with extensive disease. The median duration of survival was 14 months in patients with limited disease and 8.3 months in those with extensive disease. The results, and the analysis of literature, suggest that survival rather than response should be used to compare studies of chemotherapy in small cell bronchogenic carcinoma.